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Higgins: Seniors will now receive automatic COVID-19 stimulus
after Ways & Means members ‘fought for change’

payments,

Congressman Brian Higgins,
D-NY-26, and his colleagues on
the House of Representatives
Ways and Means Subcommittee
on Social Security requested and
won agreement by the U.S. De-
partment of Treasury to automat-
ically provide stimulus checks
to senior citizens who are Social
Security recipients — reversing
course on previous directives
that would have required seniors
to complete forms to receive the
COVID-19 relief payment.

IRS guidance issued on March

30 stated: “People who typically
do not file a tax return will need
to file a simple tax return to re-
ceive an economic impact pay-
ment. Low-income taxpayers,
senior citizens, Social Security
recipients, some veterans and in-
dividuals with disabilities who are
otherwise not required to file a
tax return will not owe tax.”
Higgins and other members
of the Ways and Means Commit-
tee objected to this requirement,
which would have created addi-
tional hurdles and delayed pay-

ments for seniors. In a letter to
the Treasury secretary, the mem-
bers wrote: “We are extremely
displeased to see the IRS guid-
ance recently notifying the public
that Social Security and Supple-
mental Security beneficiaries who
did not file tax returns in 2018 or
2019 must file a return in order to
get the rebate. This requirement
presents substantial and unnec-
essary hardships for these ben-
eficiaries and delays critical relief
for our most vulnerable citizens.”

On Wednesday, the U.S. Trea-
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sury announced it would no lon-
ger require Social Security bene-
ficiaries to file an abbreviated tax
return to receive an economic im-
pact payment. Instead, payments
will be automatically deposited
into their bank accounts.

The Coronavirus Aid, Relief,
and Economic Security (CARES)
Act, approved by Congress, au-
thorizes a one-time automatic
payment to most Americans as
the nation confronts the CO-
VID-19 pandemic. The Internal
Revenue Service will disburse a

$1,200 payment to every eligible
adult ($2,400 for joint filers), plus
an additional $500 per dependent
child under 17. These payments
gradually phasedown for individ-
ual incomes exceeding $75,000,
$112,500 for head of households,
or $150,000 for joint filers.

A summary of COVID-19 relief
available to seniors can be found
in a fact sheet on Higgins’ web-
site, at higgins.house.gov/issues/
coronavirus-disease, and on The
Sentinel website, wnypapers.com.

Cuomo extends school

closures extra 2 weeks

Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo on Fri-
day announced all schools in New
York state must remain closed for
an additional two weeks, until April
15, to ensure consistency and uni-
formity across the state in instruc-
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tional time for this extraordinary
school year. Schools will be re-
quired to continue child care, meal
and distance learning programs,
and the state will extend the 180-
day waiver to April 15.

The directive contained in Ex-
ecutive Order 202.4 related to the
closure of schools statewide shall
hereafter be modified to provide
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that all schools shall remain closed
until April 15, 2020, at which time
the continued closure shall be re-
evaluated. No school shall be sub-
ject to a diminution in school aid
due to failure to meet the 180-day
in session requirement as a result
of the COVID-19 outbreak, provid-
ed their closure does not extend
beyond the term set forth herein.
School districts must continue
plans for alternative instructional
options, distribution and availabil-
ity of meals, and child care, with an
emphasis on serving children of
essential workers, and continue to
first use any vacation or snow days
remaining.

Eichel donating
protective masks
Buffalo Sabres forward Jack

Eichel has purchased 5,000 per-
sonal protective equipment masks
from hockey equipment manufac-
turer Bauer that will be distributed
to various hospitals throughout
Western New York.

“I am so thankful to all those
medical professionals that are on
the front lines taking care of our
community in the battle against
this virus,” Eichel said. “The dedi-
cation to Western New York that
they continue to show is incred-
ible. I am happy to work with my
friends at Bauer to purchase these
masks. Hopefully, they will help
play a part in keeping our hospital
workers safer and healthier.”

“We’re all on the same team in
helping our medical professionals
get the necessary protective equip-
ment they need to help in the fight
against COVID-19,” said Mary-Kay
Messier, VP of global marketing,
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Bauer Hockey. “Nurses, doctors
and so many others are risking
their own health to save the lives of
others. These are the true heroes
of coronavirus. Our team was ea-
ger to step up and do what we can,
just like Jack is stepping up to help
his community in Buffalo. We're
grateful for this partnership with
Jack and the Buffalo Sabres, and
we hope others continue to help,
because we all need to support
our families, friends and neighbors
right now.”

Bauer Hockey and Cascade
Lacrosse, both owned by Peak
Achievement Athletics, switched
from manufacturing sports equip-
ment to producing medical face-
masks at the Bauer Innovation
Center in Blainville, Quebec, and
the Cascade facility in Liverpool,
New York.

TAKEOUT AND/OR DELIVERY AVAILABLE

773 North — 2749 Grand Island Blvd.
773-6678. www.773north.com

Adrian’s Custard and Beef — 2352
Grand Island Blvd. 773-9242. www.adri-

Ellden’s Grill and Banquet — 201
Whitehaven Rd. 775-5190, 773-3337
ext. 17; www.elldens.com. Friday’s only

Island Deli — 2092 Grand Island Blvd.

Rocky’s — 2600 Grand Island Blvd. 774-
1100. www.rockyspizzagrandisland.

com

Say Cheese Pizza — 1771 Love Rd.

anscustardandbeef.com

The Beach House — 5584 East River
Rd. 773-7119

Brick Oven — 2457 Grand Island Blvd.
773-4445. www.brickovenpizzagran-
disland.com

Burger King — 1700 Grand Island Blvd.

China Wok — 2409 Grand Island Blvd.
773-6137

Dick & Jenny’s — 1270 Baseline Rd.
775-5047 www.dickandjennysny.
com

Dunkin Donuts — 2024 Grand Island
Blvd.

Eggsquisite Eats — 1752 Grand island

com

Blvd. 775-5034. www.eggsquisiteeats.

775-3354

John’s Pizza and Subs — 2131 Grand
Island Blvd. 774.0020. www.johnspiz-
zaandsubs.com

Just Pizza — 2164 Grand Island Blvd.
773-2151

Mallwitz’s Island Lanes — 1887 \White-
haven Rd. 773-0062. www.island-
lanes.com

McDonald’s — 2231 Grand Island Blvd.
Mighty Taco — 2455 Grand Island Blvd.

Nikki’s Eats — 3432 Wallace Drive. 774-
0151. Weekends only 7 am — 12 pm

Pizza Amore — 2024-Grand Island Blvd.
775-5975.© www.pizzaamorewoodfire.
com

775-0333. www.saycheesepizza.com
Subway — 2287 Grand Island Blvd.
Tim Hortons — 1685 Grand island Blvd.
Tim Hortons — 2366 Grand Island Blvd.
Wendy’s — 1685 Grand Island Blvd.

The Viking Diner — 1849 Grand Island
Blvd. 773-9707

The Village Inn — 1488 Ferry Rd. 773-
5030. www.villageinngrandisland.com

Zobud Bistro — 1879 Whitehaven Rd.
775-5145. www.zobudbistro.com

Mom’s Family Restaurant — Takeout
and local delivery; call 283-6667
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